Phase transitions of polymerizable phospholipids.
Polymerizable lipids have received considerable attention in the last ten years as polymerization of lipids in vesicle systems is a possibility to increase the stability of lipid bilayers. Lipids with various polymerizable groups have been synthesized in the last years. This paper is focussed on those lipids which are closely related to natural phospholipids, i.e. molecules which have two hydrophobic chains and a head group containing a phosphate moiety. The phase behaviour of polymerizable phospholipids as lipid monomers and in the polymerized state is reviewed and discussed.